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A NEW TOWN, is a planned community, most recently designed in the

196 GQridd 9 7 Dwitlrsa new town movement most active in the United
Kingdom.

Columbia, MD, USA, is a planned community of 10 self-contained villages,

In Howard County, Maryland. James Rouse, developer and visionary
believed:

nUur ban planning deal s with higverways,
with crime, delinquency and disease 1 but it almost never begins

with the simple question: NHow can w
happiness of a man, his wife and fam
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Innovative mobils

Perfect location for the
population growth that was to
occur with the downtown
populations of Baltimore and

Washington.
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Columbia in it's regional context in the growth corridor between Baltimore and Washington. Notice that 1-95 has not
yet been built. This map was in "Columbia' a presentation book, November 11, 1964.
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The new community was designed Iin terms of
human values, rather than merely economics and
engineering. Opened in 1967, Columbia was
iIntended to not only eliminate the inconveniences
of then-current suburban design, but also
eliminate racial, religious, and class segregation.
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ThePeople Trestatue, by Pierre du
Fayet wasdedicated on June 21967
and still stands in the town center today.

Area

ATotal 32.2 sg mi (83.4 km?)
ALand 31.9 sg mi (82.7 km?)
AWater 0.3 sq mi (0.7 km2)
Elevation 407 ft (124 m)
Population (2013!4)

ATotal 103,683

ADensity 3,200/sg mi (1,200/km?)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_Maryland#cite_note-4
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Columbia, MD was created out of the rolling hills and stream
valleys of the Piedmont region of Maryland. Many of the existing
mature trees were maintained in the design. Three artificial lakes
were created from the damming of tributary streams and the road
network follows the topography.

Today, Columbia, MD is ranked #8 in the Money magazine list of
nBest Places to Liveo i n the Uni
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Mr. Rouse cofounded the Citizens Housing and Planning Association and
became involved in Baltimore, MD efforts to rehabilitate its decayed housing
stock for profit through The Baltimore Plan. He served on Dwight D.

E1 s e n h oNat@nabHousing Task Force starting in 1953. He introduced
(or at least helped popularize) the term to describe the
series of recommendations made by that task force.

He built malls and became known for his planned communities and festival

marketplaces such as Cross Keys MD and Harborplace. Rouse's innovative
business vision looked obvious in retrospect, but they were bold, contrarian
moves with few supporters at the outset of most of his ventures.

Rouse received the Presidential Metal of Freedom in 1995.

September 19-21 2016 Antwerp, Belgium 1 www.podcarcity.org



, @5_7 Automated mobility ondemand .“
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Rouse had an opportunity to demonstrate what housing within a
ciltyos borders could be |1 ke. nT
devel opment, 0 he sai d, Ni n whi ch
community; a need to feed into the city some of the atmosphere

and pace of the small town and village; a need to create a

community which can meet as many as possible of the needs of

the people who live there; which can bring these people into

natural contact with one another; which can produce out of these
relationships a spirit and feeling of neighborliness and a rich

sense of belonging to a communi:'t
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Rouse referred to his home town of Easton as a model for
Columbia. Consensus formed around the idea that the basic
subdivision within the new city should be the village, a unit of
from 10,000-15,000 people.

Rouse wanted the town center in Columbia to provide the most
comprehensive range of recreational activities and services that
had ever been contemplated in a new town. People would have
opportunities, especially attractively and conveniently presented,
fori d 1 s ¢ onew walsrtagenjoy their free timed new foods,
new visual and tactile aesthetic experiences, even new social
relations. 0
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Innovative mobils
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The Grand Design

ATo provide a complete and self-sustaining city.

ATo respect the land.

ATo produce the best possible environment for the growth of
people.

ATo make a profit.
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Forgotten part of the history of Columbia MD Is the fact that a
PRT system was integrated with the urban design as part of the
greenways connecting the town, and that Rouse wanted to

discourage automobile use.
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Columbia was
designed for
safely walking
and biking
within and
between the
villages.
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