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In The Beginningé



City Centers were the highest value areas



Transportation was mostly on foot



Highest value residential real estate was near the 

town center



Average range in a dayôs travel was around 10 miles



Few owned horses



Thené



Industrial Revolution led to changes



Electrification



Factories



Higher population



Crowded streets and cities



Along Comes the Car



Increases mobility from 10 miles in a day to 

100 miles in a day



Starts as a fad for rich



Ford mass produces, bringing down cost



Massive proliferation of cars, consumption of gasoline



Auto industry consortium buys up and tears 

out urban electric rail transit



Then the Waré



Germans demonstrate value of National 

Highway system for rapid mobility



Eisenhower recognizes value



Environmental degradation continues in 

inner cities, cars add noise, air pollution



Cars and Highwaysé



Post war boom in housing, jobs, economy



Federal Housing Administration created to build suburbs



Federal Highway Administration created to build 

highways to connect inner cities to new suburbs



Resulté



Cars continued to degrade inner city environment, 

lowering residential values



Poor and racial minorities are left to live in inner cities



Wealthy suburbs emerge  (Roger Rabbit)



Society becomes more dependent 

economically on automobiles



Steadily increasing Auto Dependence



Auto companies, oil companies, highway 

builders become wealthy and powerful


